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| am delighted that the Embassy of Ireland is supporting the Belgrade Irish Festival featuring a unique combination of cultural
events in the week before St. Patrick’s Day to celebrate Ireland’s 2013 EU Presidency.

This multi-faceted festival features films, music and theatre from Ireland with a strong international appeal and reach.
Ireland is immensely proud of its literary and musical heritage and Ireland is now home to a thriving film and audio-visual
sector. | hope the Festival will encourage new artistic partnerships and co-operation between Serbia and Ireland. It will, |
believe, connect the Belgrade audiences with Ireland’s authentic culture, history and people.

The Presidency also coincides with the 40th anniversary Ireland’s membership of the European Union. As part of the first
enlargement in 1973, Ireland has always supported the enlargement of Europe and Ireland hopes that agreement can be
reached during our EU Presidency to open accession negotiations with Serbia. When the Taoiseach (Prime Minister of
Ireland), Enda Kenny, recently met with Prime Minister Dacic in Dublin, the Taoiseach said:

“Ireland supports EU membership for Serbia and for all the countries of the Western Balkans, once they fulfil the criteria. Ireland
will apply those criteria firmly and fairly. We believe that the accession process can contribute greatly to peace and stability for all
in the Western Balkans.”

Delegation of the European Union to Serbia

|am very proud and pleased that the EU Delegation has the opportunity to contribute to the organisation of the Belgrade Irish Festival.
This festival comes at a great time and at a double occasion. We are just a week before Saint Patrick's Day, celebrated all across
the World! This Irish festivity takes place in mid March, on the cusp of spring, green - the colour of the Emerald isle — and also
symbolizes through the start of spring growth and rebirth.

The other important occasion is the fact that since the beginning of this year, for six months, Ireland holds the rotating
Presidency of the Council of the European Union. It is the 7th time that Ireland has the Presidency since its membership,
coinciding with its 40th year of EU membership in 2013!

During these four decades, Ireland has been a very engaged and successful member state, having benefited a lot from its
accession to the EU notably from regional and cohesion funds, it also attracted also foreign direct investments, turning its
economy to one of the most open, competitive and export driven one’s in the world. With its agricultural development, its
innovation and its strong participation in at EU programmes, Ireland has become a model and a real European success story.
But it couldn't be a success if the EU had not benefited equally from this membership; the EU has been enriched with Ireland's
unique culture, language, traditions and people.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish every success to the artists, arts organisations, community partners and other participants involved in this Festival. Ireland is a perfect example that shows cultures don't get dissolved in the European Union; on the contrary, they are further strengthened, acknowledged and stand
I hope that they will continue to incorporate Ireland in their artistic exchanges and promote a flourishing Cultural Connection with Ireland. on an equal footing with all others in Europe. It's just enough to think about the fact that the Irish language, Gaelicis one of the 23 official languages of the EU!
There is something for everybody in Belgrade to enjoy during this week of Irish culture and festivities. We hope to see you there! This festival brings these messages to the Serbian public with a rich programme of films, theatre and music; a real festival in the town of festivals,

in Belgrade. | would like to invite you all and hope you will enjoy the flavour of Irish culture!

Charles Sheehan L U Vincent Degert

Ambassador Ambassador
Head of the EU Delegation to Serbia
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